Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 298 K; mean (C-C) = 0.004 Å; R factor = 0.046; wR factor = 0.115; data-to-parameter ratio = 17.9.
In the mononuclear title complex, [Ni(NCS) 2 (C 14 H 22 N 2 O 2 ) 2 ], the Ni atom lies on an inversion centre. It is chelated by the phenolate O and imine N atoms from two zwitterionic Schiff base ligands, and is also coordinated by the N atoms from two thiocyanate ligands, giving a slightly distorted octahedral geometry. Intramolecular N-HÁ Á ÁO and N-HÁ Á ÁN hydrogen bonds are observed. 
Related literature

Experimental
Crystal data [Ni(NCS) Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). Data collection: SMART (Bruker, 1998); cell refinement: SAINT (Bruker, 1998); data reduction: SAINT; program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXS97 (Sheldrick, 2008); program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXL97 (Sheldrick, 2008); molecular graphics: SHELXTL (Sheldrick, 2008); software used to prepare material for publication: SHELXTL.
The Ni atom lies on an inversion centre; it is chelated by the phenolate O and imine N atoms from two Schiff base ligands, and is coordinated by the N atoms from two thiocyanate ligands ( Fig. 1 ). While the three trans angles at Ni centre are 180° by symmetry, the other angles are close to 90°, ranging from 88.35 (9) to 91.65 (9)°, indicating a slightly distorted octahedral coordination. The Ni-O and Ni-N bond lengths (Table 1 ) are typical and are comparable with those observed in other similar nickel(II) complexes (Ali et al., 2004; Sarı et al., 2006; Gomes et al., 2000; Su et al., 2006) and the nickel(II) complex we reported previously (Wang, 2007) . The amine N atoms of the Schiff base ligands are protonated and take no part in the coordination to the Ni atom.
Experimental 3-Ethoxysalicylaldehyde (0.2 mmol, 33.2 mg) and N-isopropylethane-1,2-diamine (0.2 mmol, 20.4 mg) were dissolved in MeOH (10 ml). The mixture was stirred at room temperature for 10 min to give a clear yellow solution. To this solution was added an aqueous solution (2 ml) of ammonium thiocyanate (0.2 mmol, 15.2 mg) and an aqueous solution (3 ml) of Ni(CH 3 COO) 2 .4H 2 O (0.1 mmol, 24.9 mg) with stirring. The resulting mixture was stirred for another 10 min at room temperature. After keeping the filtrate in air for three days, green block-shaped crystals were formed at the bottom of the vessel.
Refinement
All H atoms were placed in geometrically idealized positions and constrained to ride on their parent atoms, with C-H distances in the range 0.93-0.98 Å, N-H distance of 0.90 Å, and with U iso (H) set at 1.2U eq (C,N) and 1.5U eq (methyl C). O2-C3-C2 113.7 (2) O2-C13-H13B 109.9 C3-C4-C5 120.2 (3) C14-C13-H13B 109.9 C3-C4-H4 119.9 H13A-C13-H13B 108.3 C5-C4-H4 119.9 C13-C14-H14A 109.5 C6-C5-C4 119.8 (3) C13-C14-H14B 109.5 C6-C5-H5 120.1 H14A-C14-H14B 109.5 C4-C5-H5 120.1 C13-C14-H14C 109.5 C5-C6-C1 121.2 (3) H14A-C14-H14C 109.5 C5-C6-H6 119.4 H14B-C14-H14C 109.5 C1-C6-H6 119.4 N3-C15-S1 179.7 (3) N1-C7-C1 127.3 (3) Symmetry codes: (i) −x+1/2, −y+1/2, −z. supplementary materials sup-7 Fig. 1 
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